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Summary: Isaac, Felix, Garet, Ivan and Picard get washed 
down the Gaia Falls in a storm... It seems hopeless, but they 
soon discover a well hidden secret and realised that the 


others could very well still be alive... 


*Chapter 1*: The Accident 


Chapter 1: The Accident 


The clouds was dark purple and flashes of thunder lashed 
across the angry sky. The sea was like a live monster 
swallowing up everything on the surface. But oneLemurian 
ship rode the gigantic waves, fighting to stay on the surface, 
and carry its passengers to safety. 


“Ivan, you doing all right up there?" the blue-eyed adept at 
the tiller shouted over the sound of the storm to the petite 
Jupiter Adept who sat above him on the tip of the mast. Ina 
bubble of calm winds, Ivan concentrated on his element, the 
wind, and extended his Psynergy to encompass the area all 
around the ship, lessening the gale force winds to the 
minimum possible, and held it there. 


"Garet! Just hold that a /itt/e longer!" Isaac then yelled to 
Garet, who leaning against the mast, keeping it upright. 
They had not managed to get Ivan up there before the winds 
had weakened the mast so much that it was in danger of 
breaking. Without the mast, they wouldn't have a chance in 
this weather. 


While the other three adepts worked to control the ship, 
below deck, the situation was far from being as calm as the 
upper deck. Felix worked with Picard to keep the boat afloat. 
Though there was no winds or waves battering at them, they 
were in avery different kind of danger - being drowned. 


"Hey! Picard! Over there! There's a big spurt of - "A wave of 
water from the hole he was blocking hit Felix right in the 
mouth. Felix shook head, choking on the salty taste of the 
water. "Eurgh... Why did we decide to sail in this weather 


anyway?! The fishermen told us that a huge storm was 
coming up..." 


"You do not remember?" Picard asked incredulously as he 
used more Psynergy to hold the water threatening to flood 
the boat in check. "Um... Felix, would you please block those 
leaks over there? I'm having a bit of trouble holding them 
together..." 


Felix, after he got over the initial shock of having water hit 
him in the mouth, conjured up several rocks-which-act-a-lot- 
like-clay to block the holes. 


Back On Gondowan... 


"The nerve of them! | mean, just because we're GIRLS 
doesn't mean that we're weak! We could've gone along!" 
The hot tempered Mars Adept paced around the small room 
they had in the inn, speaking to the two other girls who sat 
on the small bed. "Nothing gives them the right!" 


The blue-haired Mercury Adept stood up and walked over to 
Jenna. "They're just trying to protect us..." Mia replied in an 
effort to sooth Jenna's extremely hot temper, while the 
shortest girl of the three just sat with a thoughtful, worried 
look on her face. "I sense something... | think something bad 
iS going to happen..." 


Mia and Jenna each turned to her in surprise. "What do you 
mean by that?" Mia asked curiously. 


"Well... | just have this feeling... | mean... they are traveling 
very close to the Gaia Falls..." 


Jenna looked pale. The boys had set out on a journey to on 
of the islands to retrieve Jenna's lost suitcase, which Jenna 
had been very unhappy about leaving on an island, as it 


contained her wedding outfit. And, they hadn't let her come 
along. Well, to be more specific, Felix had told her that he 
didn't want to 'risk his little sisters life on rescuing her silly 
little suitcase’. He hadn't thought that he'd be risking his 
OWN life rescuing the 'silly little suitcase’. Jenna sighed. 
‘Why did I let them do this... we knew there was going to be 
a storm... All for my suitcase... We could've just gotten 
another one to replace it. Now they might even be dead... ' 


Meanwhile, on the Eastern sea... dangerously close to the 
Gaia Falls... 


Ivan still sat in his spot on top of the mast, but he was 
starting to tire. The strain of the amount of Psynergy he was 
using started to show. Garet was running out of stamina - he 
barely had the energy to stand up and lean against the 
mast. But Isaac remained steadfast, attempting to guide the 
ship away from the dangerous edge of the Gaia Falls. "Come 
on everyone... We can do this..." But as soon as he spoke, a 
gigantic wave crashed through Ivan's barrier and swamped 
the three adepts, carrying them away... 


Meanwhile, below deck, Picard and Felix were fighting a 
losing battle with the ocean. 


“The water is up to our waist! WE must leave here!" 


"No! We can't fail my sister! She'll pulverize me!" Felix 
gritted his teeth and tried to patch up a few more of the 
leaks. 


"Do you think she'd rather see you dead?!" 
This statement was greeted with silence. 


"You see! We must leave now! Hopefully, lvan has bought 
the Teleportation Lapis..." 


Felix and Picard abandoned the lower deck and ran through 
the many corridors to arrive on the upper deck. But when 
they arrived... 


"Oh no... What has happened up here?! 


They gazed at the empty deck, and ran to the railing with 
difficulty, what with the boat tilting and bucking so much 
without Ivan's Psynergy holding it in check. Picard gasped as 
he saw where they were. 


"No... We're far too close to the Gaia Falls... If they'd been 
washed overboard..." 


They looked extremely scared and shocked. "Isaac... Ivan... 
Garet..." 


Suddenly the boat tilted sharply. Taken by surprise, both 
Felix and Picard slid sideways, and fell into the relentless 
ocean. 


Back on Gondowan... 


Sheba inhaled sharply and just barely avoided falling off her 
chair. "No... The boys... | can't sense them anymore..." 


Mia ran over from the door concernedly , having just entered 
the room in time to see him. "Sheba... Are you okay?" 


"The boys are.... Gone..." 


Jenna whitened, sitting frozen from her seat beside the 
window, then ran out of the room. Mia gazed after her 
worriedly, then turned back to Sheba, thinking to cheer her 
up later. 


"Are you... sure?" she asked, hoping that there had been a 
mistake. Sheba nodded slowly, seemingly lost in her 
thoughts... Mia gulped, on the brink of tears. Then, she DID 
break down, threw herself onto the bed and started sobbing. 


Sheba started and looked at Mia. She felt like starting to cry 
herself. They had been through a lot together, the 8 of 
them... She felt tears beginning to form, but shook them 
away. 'No. | must be strong, for all of us. We still have hope’. 


She stood up and walked over to Mia and whispered 
something in her ear. After a while, Mia stopped crying and 
looked up. Sheba nodded encouragingly, and Mia left the 
room. 'Next it's Jenna. ' 


Sheba made her way to Jenna's room. Sobs and items hitting 
walls could clearly be heard from outside. Sheba entered 
and didn't come back out for several minutes. Murmurings 
could be heard, but words were difficult to make out. Then 
Sheba exited, looking grim. 


Chapter End---- Revised 26/01/05 


*Chapter 2*: A Well Hidden Secret 


Since I took this story off, then put it on again, | lost 
the reviews I had before... Would it be okay if the 
people who read before just left a review? And | 
want to thank the people who DID review - YOU'RE 
THE GREATEST! ::hugs:: I hope this is better than it 
used to be - when I was editing, | realised how many 
times I'd used the word ‘look’ before. If you find any 
other obvious flaws, tell me! 


Chapter 2: A Well Hidden Secret 
Noon, near where the boys fell down Gaia Falls... 


Mia held a hand up to block the sun'spiercing rays as she 
gazed over the peaceful ocean. 'Hard to believe this piece of 
water could've overcome the 5 stubborn boys who | know... 
Maybe the storm was a lot worse than they predicted...’ 


Distant yelling and cursing could be heard from inside the 
steering cabin. "BUT | WANT TO FIND THEM NOW!!!" Sounds 
of china breaking could also be heard. A calm voice 
penetrated the yells, and soon after the noise stopped, and 
murmurs could be heard. 


Mia sighed, turned back and headed towards where Jenna 
and Sheba were now talking quietly. Jenna had been like this 
for several days now. She thought it was all her fault that 
they'd disappeared, but she knew that that wouldn't have 
been true... lvan had had the Teleport Lapis with him, which 
meant they could've escaped anytime they wanted. But 
they had grown attached to the ship - not that Mia blamed 
them... she loved the little boat too. 


As Mia approached the other two girls,she saw that sheba 
helda map in her hand and was pointing some things out to 
Jenna. "...You see? It would have killed them instantly if 
they'd fallen here, because of those jagged rocks positioned 
there, and yet... | can sense a little of their life force from 
here... It's so strange..." 


"What are you two discussing here? Jenna, you really 
shouldn't throw stuff around. At this rate, we'll run out of 
crockery." she stared pointedly at the bits of broken china on 
the floor that probably used to be a teapot before Jenna and 
thrown it at the wall. 


Jenna stuck her tongue out at Mia in reply and turned back 
to Sheba. "So? Your point? If they're supposed to be dead, 
but are alive, then shouldn't that mean your assumption is 
wrong?" 


Sheba glared at Jenna, losing her normally calm composure. 
Jenna's change in attitude was certainly annoying, and 
unfortunately also delaying them in finding the others. "As a 
matter of fact, | Know of a sailor who has traveled the seas 
his whole life, studying Gaia Falls, and he told me that it is 
possible that those who fall down the Gaia Falls COULD still 
be alive. That's why we're here, because | know for a fact, 
that he is going to pass through here in - "she reached out 
with her mind to check, before completing the sentence. "3 
minutes. So just be patient! " 


Jenna pouted grumpily and sat back on her chair. Then she 
sighed and simply stared at the sky, sinking deep into 
thought. 


Confused, Mia looked to Sheba for an answer. "Sheba, what 
are you talking about? You never told me anything about 
this person?!" 


Sheba scratched her headlooking rather embarrassed. "We- 
ell... you see... He's..." 


Mia started to look interested. "Ooh! Who is he? Is he..." she 
looked at Sheba slyly. 


Sheba shook her head frantically looking shocked. "Oh no! 
Nothing of the sort! He's my adoptive brother! | met him 
once, before all this business with the lighthouses 
startedand, well... He was really kind to me... and... So... He 
adopted me!" 


"Sheba! Why didn't you ever tell us?! | thought you were 
still - "she broke off at the look on Sheba's face. 


Sheba shook her head, telling her not to worry, but deep 
down, she was still feeling the disappointment. Afterseveral 
monthes of searching with her friends, she had finally 
discovered her origins, and why she had been leftbehind in 
the village... They'd been killed by stray monsters, and the 
fact that she alone had survived would most probably 
always remain a mystery. 


"I'm sorry..." 


"Don't worry about it... I'll be fine... And Hunter is a great 
step-brother!" 


Jenna suddenly joined the conversation. "Hasn't 3 minutes 
already passed?" Apparently, she'd been counting the time 
in her head while staing at the sky. 


"Oh, yes!" Sheba turned towards the direction of the falls 
and - 


"Eek!" Mia gave a little shriek and barely remained on her 
feet as a boat appeared right in front of them, silently, and 


not making a single ripple. 


This boat was slightly larger than average, and was almost 
as well built as the Lemurian ships- but not quite. The whole 
boat seemed to be made of polished wood. There seemed to 
be something shimmering around the edges... Mia narrowed 
her eyes, trying to focus on it. It almost seemed like... The 
boat was covered with a layer of Psynergy. What...? People 
don't do that unless they wanted their boat to fly... and this 
boat was cetrainly not flying. 


"Hi there, Hunter!" Sheba waved cheerfully at the figure on 
the steering wheel, apparently not at all taken back by the 
mysterious appearance of the boat. Mia looked like she was 
going to faint, staring at the strange ship wordlessly. Sheba 
climbed over the railings to the other ship without the 
Slightless hesitation, much to Mia's amazement. 


“Hunter, meet my fellow shipmates, Mia and Jenna!" She 
waved her arm towards the boat that they'd borrowed from 
one of the captains at the harbour. 


Jenna raced over to the newly arrived ship squealing as she 
went. This was extremely out of character behaviour for 
Jenna. 


"How did you do that?! It was... Amazing! That boat just 
appeared out of nowhere! Can you teach me? That was like 
soooo cool!" she was now hanging onto his arm, gazing up, 
like a student begging the parent to give them a lolly. 
Hunter gazed down at her with hisblue eyes, confused. "Er... 
and you would be...?" 


"I'm Jenna!" Jenna said happily. "I'm a Mars-Adept, the best 
in the whole of Weyard! At least, | would have to be the most 
co-ordinated!" (gee, modest isn't she? ) 


Mia finally recovered from her shock and came over onto 
Hunters boat to introduce herself, though she still looked 
pale. "Hi... I'm Mia... and I'm not used to... Well... boats 
appearing out of nowhere... It's unusual." But she was 
frowning a little. Shouldn't she be used to strange things 
happening. since many strange things had happened since 
she'd joined Isaac's group of travellers. 


Concerned about Mia's health, Sheba"Are you okay? Do you 
want to go lie down for a bit?" 


"Oh, I'm so sorry! | hadn't expected thatto scare you! Sheba, 
do you mind taking her down to one of the my cabins? You 
know where they are!" Hunter said ignoring a babbling 
Jenna for a while. Then he added in a whisper, "And hurry 
up, | need to have a talk with you." 


"I have something I need to talk to you about too," she 
replied seriously, gazing at him steadily. He nodded, 
understanding that whatever she wanted to say was very 
important to her. 


Mia started to shake her head, to refuse the her help, 
butSheba gripped her arm firmly and dragged her down to 
th cabin. "You are coming with me, and there is nothing you 
can do about it. It wouldn't do the boys any good if you faint 
or become sick before we find them." 


"...? Are we going somewhere to help them? Oh... good... 
Can you stop swinging so much? I'm getting dizzy..." Mia 
murmured, then fainted. Sheba shook her unmoving figure 
gently, worried. "You don't usually have such a weak 
disposition... Is their disappearance really affecting you that 
much?" 


Meanwhile, on the deck... 


"Preeeetty pleeeeeeease?" Jenna begged. Hunter was 
currently attempting tosteer the ship, but it was a little 
difficult with Jenna still hanging onto his arm, not having let 
go since she came aboard. He sighed. "Do you mind letting 
go of my arm so! can sail this ship properly?" He asked for 
the umpteenth time. Only to be ignored. Again. "Why can't 
you just transport it, like you did before?" 


Annoyed by the constant interruption, he answered curtly, 
his words clipped. "Because it uses a lot of my Magic and | 
can't afford that right now." 


Jenna abruptly let go andstared at him strangely. "Why did 
you say Magic instead of Psynergy?" 


He cursed himself. "It's just another word | like to use, "he 
said, hoping she'd take that as an answer. Why couldn't 
Sheba come back little quicker?! It would certainly make 
things alot easier... There was somethingextremely 
important he needed to tell her. 


"Oh, really... strange... Oh well! Sheba said you studied Gaia 
Falls. Is that true? Can you help us find our... friends? They 
fell down Gaia Falls during a storm..."The red headbecame 
more serious and let go of his arm. "Maybe | should wait 'til 
Sheba gets back..." 


Right on cue, Sheba reappeared on the deck. "I think Mia is 
very tired... we'd better let her rest a bit... " She trotted over 
to the steering wheel to speak to Hunter. "So, what was it 
you wanted to tell me?" 


Her stepbrotherlooked uncertainly at Jenna. "Would it be 
Okay if... well..." 


Jenna was clueless. Though she was considerably less 
clueless than Garet... "What?" 


"Well... This is sort of private... Can you leave for a second?" 


Jenna crossed her arms, expression angry and hurt. "And 
what exactly is it that you can tell Sheba and not me?" 


Hunter stuttered a little. Jenna could be intimidating when 
she wanted to be. "We-elll..." 


Sheba cut in. "Jenna, he is my stepbrother and you should 
show proper respect! Also, I've known him a lot longer than 
you have!" 


Jenna humphed and stalked off to her cabin. 


Sheba sighed and turned back to Hunter apologetically. 
"Sorry about that, we are all shocked by the sudden 
disappearance of Isaac, Felix and the others..." 


He gazed at her quizzically. "Do you want to tell me your 
news first?" 


Sheba shook her head. "No, you first." 


"Alright. Do you remember how you asked me about my 
origins when wemet after you defeated the Doom Dragon?" 


Sheba nodded, wincing a little. She hadn't spoken to Hunter 
for days after that because she thought he was deliberately 
keeping something from her out of selfishness. Ithad beena 
while before she realised there would have to be a very good 
reason for him to keep something that vitala secret. 


"I'm going to take you all there - | think there could be 
something thatrealted tothe disappearance of your friends." 
He held up his hand to stop the flow of questions he could 
see building up in her mind. "Don't ask yet - I'm not sure 


how much I can tell you. Now, what was it you wanted to tell 
me?" 


"... Well, | realized something when I was studying this map. 
From what you told me, they would've most certainly died if 
they had fallen down at this point," and she pointed ata 
marked spot on the Gaiai Falls. "And yet, | can sense their 
life forces somewhere around the falls. It' not making 
sense..." 


Hunter leaned forward, a guilty expression on his dark face. 
"| wasn't telling the truth. It's as simple as that. I'm sorry | 
lied to you, but it was necessary to protect..." he trailed off, 
not sure if he should continue. "Never mind," he said 
quickly, tilting her head slightly to one side, Sheba stared at 
him, before nodding slightly, accepting that there was 
something he didn't want to tell her yet. 


"Can you go down and tell your friends to prepare 
themselves, as we will be leaving soon." Sheba bobbed her 
head in agreement, though she did look back at him rather 
strangely a couple of times as she went. Hunter 
sighed.There was so much they didn't know... And if he were 
to reveal to them a secret known to very few... Could they 
keep it a secret? He couldn't be sure yet... 


Chapter End--- 


